ENTRANT RULES

Hybrids: 
· Hybrid decisions are allowed on a case-by-case basis.  When deciding whether to allow a hybrid entry, the director should allow hybrids that are partnered for the purposes of expanding participation and discourage hybrids that are partnered for the purposes of making a team more competitive.  
· Multiple-school programs eligible to compete at the NDT are allowed to enter.

· The tournament director should be notified of a hybrid’s desire to enter a week in advance unless illness or other unforeseen and extreme circumstances dictate late changes.  
· A hybrid who enters should be allowed to advance in elimination rounds. The invitation should specify whether, in the event a hybrid is allowed to enter, they are allowed to advance.  
· Each school should only enter a single hybrid team per tournament and each school should enter as many 2-person, same-school teams as mathematically possible, even if that means that novices will debate in open division with a partner from their own school.  
· Each division should only have 1 hybrid team (unless more than 2 schools have hybrid debaters), unless a novice would be compelled to compete in open division.  JV debaters entering as hybrids should be prepared to debate with someone from another school in open division.
· Hybrid and maverick entries are more warranted in JV and novice divisions, especially when accepting the entry increases overall participation.
Illness: 
· Sick debaters, coaches, or judges should not travel to a tournament.  
Student Illness:

· Tournament Directors should work collaboratively with the coaches of students who become ill during a tournament.

· If one debater on a team becomes too ill to compete after the preliminary rounds have started, they may miss no more than 33% of the preliminary rounds and be allowed to return to the tournament.  
· If they miss more than 33% of the preliminary rounds, the competing partner is considered a maverick and the ill debater may not return to competition.  
· If one debater becomes a maverick because of the partner’s illness, points for the ill debater’s spot are assigned according to the maverick rules below.

· If a team drops out during competition due to illness tournament directors should consider refuding any entry fees that are not used to defray costs borne by the host.

· A team should not be charged entry fees if they fail to attend due to a legitimate illness.
· There is not a consensus on whether a maverick team created by illness should be allowed to advance into elimination rounds.
Judge illness
· If a judge is unable to fulfill their rounds of commitment due to temporary, acute illness, the tournament director should seek to cover the lost rounds using the following means, in order of most to least desirable:

· The school should increase the rounds of commitment for other judges at that school to cover the lost rounds.  
· If that is not possible, the school and tournament director should solicit judges from other schools to cover the rounds.  
· If all other options fail, the tournament director may charge the school for the lost rounds.
· Under no circumstance should the director discriminate against, or treat in a non-preferential manner, differently-abled judges or those with long term health concerns.

· If a judge becomes ill after a debate has started and is not able to render an opinion, the director should toss a coin to select a winner for that ballot.
Withdrawing: All entrants should be prepared to advance in any elimination debate that they win and should not enter a tournament planning to withdraw at a certain point due to travel plans or other conflicts.  If a team knows that they will be unable to advance at a certain point, they should communicate that fact to the director prior to entering the tournament, and there is a presumption that a team that plans to withdraw will not be allowed to enter the tournament.
Maverick (one-person) entries: 
· The director should allow mavericks on a case-by-case basis with a presumption against allowing them to enter.  A maverick entry will be more acceptable if the entry eliminates a bye, a hybrid partnership is not possible, is due to illness or unforeseen consequences, the maverick would only be debating alone for a single tournament and not as part of a longer competition pattern, or when the entering school has made an un-recoverable economic investment in the student competing at the tournament.  If the tournament turns away entries or maintains a wait list, the presumption against a maverick entry is even stronger.  
· The Tournament Director should be notified of a maverick’s desire to enter a week in advance unless illness or other unforeseen and extreme circumstances dictate late changes.

· Each school should only enter 1 maverick across all divisions at a tournament.  
· Each division should have only 1 maverick team; if there are 2 maverick teams, the debaters should compete as a hybrid, unless doing so would compel a novice to debate in open division with a partner from another school.  
· If a maverick competes, the speaker points awarded to the non-speaking slot will be averaged if possible.  If averaging is not possible, the blank slot will be awarded points identical to the speaking spot.  In all cases, the blank slot will receive a rank of 4.  Failure to assign points to the blank spot will skew the bracket and disadvantage opponents of the maverick.  
· If a maverick entry is allowed, the maverick should be allowed to advance into elimination rounds.
Three-person teams: Are not allowed.

Teams debating from your own school at your tournament: Are governed by CEDA rules.

Judging conflicts:
· Unless the judge pool is tight, a judge should not hear a team that has hired them.
